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By Admiral Leighton W, Smith Jr. ‘6z, USN (Ret.)

WE ALL WANT TO BE REMEMBERED
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t is said a man’s greatest fear in the face of death is not that he will die, be
in pain or be alone. His greatest fear is that he will die and be forgotten—
described in literature as a fear of ‘extinction with insignificance.”™

“Tor be or not to be rememberad... ™ Sooner or kater we all will
bz tor Face thie issue of our significance, if not at retirerment,
certainly as our “expiration date”™ approsches. Humans have a
prinal meed to be remembensd. When we visil 2 cometery, we see
perhaps the most common form in the markers and memaorials,
often prearranged by the deceased. And for the families of many
individuals, stories and aescciated images are a significant form
of remembrance for a loved one.

Although storics are important in homan communication,
the fuel of memory, in ils essence, is pictorial Preble Hall, which
houses the LS Maval Academy Museum, is a prime example,
Objects, imeges and pictures remind us of people and evenls
without words being spoken. Storytelling, enhanced by wisual
images, can enrich and transform one's life and the lives of
others. They often offer new insights and provide fuel for the
Lamp of Memory.

A evenl, shared by a Class of 1972 retined Navy caplain
whi wishes to remain anonymous, illustrates this point.

s a young officer in San Diego, CA, he was assigned to deliver
a young sailors death notice to the lone member of his rmily,

a widowed [ather. Devastated by the news, the [ather eventually
gathered his composure cnowgh to ask if the captain, or the
Mavy, could provide anything by which he could remember his
som. The officer recalls, ™1 had nothing to give the father, but on
inspiration geve him a challenge eoin [rom his son's unil”™ This
was an extremely emotional moment, in an instant, the *Lamp of
Memory™ shone so much more brightly in the father for his son.

Recent events have brought the importance of memory into
sharp focus for me. A classmate, Caplain George Russell “Russ™
Waterman ‘Gz, USN (Ret), passed away in June after a long and
distinguished cameer in diesel submarines. He was righthully
proud to belong to this unigque fraternity whoss history of
special underwator missions in far away wators is legendary.

He is survived by a wile, three sons, a daughler, two sislers,

a numbser of grandehildren and one great-grandchild. To say
thal he was loved and reverad by all the members of his [amily
is the grossest of understatements. His inspiration in their
lives had prompted two of his sons and a grandson to attend
the Acaderny,

During his Mavy caresr, Waterman acquired all manner
of rank and unit insignis, skill badges and personal awands.

He also experienced the thrill, and awesome responsibilities,

of comumand at sea. Howeswer, none of those images wero as
important to him, meant as much to him, and described what he
desired to be remembered for, then his ‘6z Class Crest and his
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submariner’s Dolphins. In the words of his son Curt Waterman "gz,
*choosing which two images was a no brainer, Dad literally
wore his class ring every day. . He was very proud of eaming
his Dolphins and being a Submariner, and diesel boats at that.®

It certainly seems obviows his time at the Naval Academy
and winming his Dolphins were achievements for which he
wanted to be remembered. His family know how Watcrman
treasuned the two images that tell “his® story and that will fuel
his Lamp of Memaory. So, when he died, they sought to hare
them engraved on his burial urn.

Such a service was offered by the funeral home., Foweser,
the [amily would have Lo provide the luneral home's engraver
with special high-resohation ™wector art™ of the desined images.
Mever having heard of “vector art”™ the family was at a loss
where to turn, until one Acadermy-graduate som, remernbered
an ad in Shipmate for “The Class Crest Collection™ website.
He comitactod the website manager, and surprisingly, learmed
he was Ken Wheeler "6z, also one of Waterman's classmates.
He asked if the vector images the family sought could e
obtained for Whaterman®s memaorial.

Within howurs the vector images ey soughl were en route
to the funeral home's engraver (at no cost to the family or the
funeral home) 1o be engraved on Walerman's urn. The engraving
work on the um was beautifully done and the subsequent
oulpouring of gratitude [rom the family, shared with the suthor,
was doeply moving
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‘Whaterman's family and fricnds kmew how important thoso
images had been to him during his Life and their messages
mefected how mach it meant to themn to have the images
engraved on his wm. Walermans” Lamp of Memory now bums
brightly. Tt might be =aid he had confounded the walf of
insignifizance and in doing so will be long remembered.
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Tar thi kst 12-plus years, Wheeler has been collocting,
refining and vectorizing MNaval Academy class crests. He has
mowe than 100 years of Maval Academy class crests and other
mililary insignia in his digital art library which he uses 1o
engrave, imprint and subfimate gifts, desk and bar acoessories
fror Maval Academy alumni. The Walerman [amily experience
has suggested to him there may be other graduates and their
[amilies secking similar vector ar images with which o light
the Lamp of Memory for a loved one,

Wheeler iz offering to assist Maval Academy families
im thedr mermorial efforts and provide vector ant images
from his digital library free provided the use of the art is
appropriately limited. Bequests can be made to Wheeler at
www ClassCrestColloctioneom. £

Admiral Leighton Srmith 62 refired from active duly in 1996,
Hiz last asstignments were, concurrenthy, Commander [LS Nowal
Forces, Europe, Comrmander tn Chiel Allied Forces Southern
Furope, and Commander, fmplementation Forces, tn Bosnta. He
iz a past Chatrman of the Naval Acaderny Alumnd Association
Board of Trustees, past member of the Novel Academy Board of
Visitors, and a sooy Disttnguished Groduate. He and his wife
Daottie, roside in Finoharst, NC.
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